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ReForest Now was registered with the Australian Government in January 2018. From then we began the work of
establishing a not-for-profit with virtually no startup funds, seeking small grants and community donations.

Introduction
Aussie Ark is building a 1,500 hectare nature refu  ge in Upper Mongogarie , near Casino NSW.
ReForest Now has been contracted to help bring their vision to lif e. Our first phase of works
together involve sa) Theregeneration of rainforest areas that have been suppressed by
weeds and also b) The planting of 22, 000 trees (12, 000 in the rainforest area and 10, 000 as
a koala food forest outside of the area of works shown in these images ).

With funding provided by  Aussie Ark and our partner the  Joanne Parkinson Foundation
we Ove been able to enac t this project successfully .

As part of Phase | of this work, we were ta sked with regenerating 9 rainforest areas. This was
completed across 25 th, 26t and 27 th of October and 1 s, 2nd and 3 @ of November. With
approximately 10 staff per day.

These areas will create a contiguous patch of regen erating fore stonce we plant 12, 000
rainforest trees in the cleared spaces between , which is planned for the en d of Phase I.
These areas are now completed to a primary works level and can be seenonthe mapon
page 4. For best study of results, we recommend printing page 4 to compare with photos

and descriptions on each  of the 9 sections .

Our plan isto now plant the areas between most of these polygons with 12, 000 rainforest
trees. Thisis due to be undertaken onthe  week of November 22, 2021. It will resultin a
considerably large total area of rege nerating rainforest.

**|t is worthy to note that along the eastern side of the reference map on p4 (itis oriented
with north in the top right corner ) that the snaky regen zones were completed a  longside a
large creek line (hence their shap e). Therefore, we w ere able to res cue many natives along

this creek line that a t first glance appear ed as only weeds . This is because the wet edges

allow for high rainforest tree germination, despite the fact that all of those eastern edges

were dominated by hectares of mixed; lantana, grass, wild tobacco, bracken and native

raspberry. The natives along that whole side have been cleared and marked, so that our
machine contractors can now clear these large open areas for replanting without harming

the natives along the creek.



A) Map of plann ed rainforest regeneration areas
The aim of the Regeneration Phase | was to create one contiguous patch of re generation by
working in areas of regen and planting that are adjacent . These areas contained a number
of larger rainforest trees that were being strang led by various weeds and some overgrowth
vines (vines that have arrived too soon in the regenerating forest ). The map below is
adjusted to match  the orientation of next page , which was hand -map ped using a GPS
device and accuratel y shows where we were working .
*The areas to b e worked were chosen by Luke from RN in  concert with Liz from AA**




the six days of regeneration works. In

The outlined areas show what has been completed in
area sto find and tag native trees before machine

addition, we worked outside of these
in these areas

slashing/site prep begins in the planting zones . We will plant additional trees
and they will be shown inthe next report .
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(Above) Lantana camara smothered much of the (Above) Seen only by its leaves, a Red Kamala
perimeter. Their roots are shallow and loose, so physical ~ (Mallotus philippensis) is completely engulfed by
removal is often an effective technique. Here, RN staff Lantana. The Lantana has been curtained - a
can be seen connecting a winch to straps wrapped bush regeneration technique where climbing
around the base of a Lantana stump. Lantana growing weeds (typically vines) are cut in two places, at
on the edges could be removed in this way without (ground and head height. Their stumps are
harming the natives growing underneath. The benefitof ~ Poisoned to prevent regrowth, while the Lantana
this approach is that sometimes it helps to open the ~mass above is left to die off. This is a near
forest floor for regeneration instead of leaving huge dead immediate die off of the weed and allows the

bundles of weeds in place. native to start recovering straight away.

(Left) Lantana curtained to
save a larger tree. Most of the
rainforest trees on the site are
suffering from some degree of
strangulation by lantana,
cockspur vine, cissus vine or
other competition. As such,
much of the entire Mongogarie
site needs fairly urgent
regeneration to avoid death of
established and younger trees.

Dead lantana masses on the
ground must be maintained
with follow up to ensure they
dondét r esyganout
resprout in wet conditions and
may need spot spraying.




(Above) Where there seemed to be nothing but
Lantana, we found many native trees. They can be
seen tagged with pink tape. The most abundant
species were Red Kamala (Mallotus phillipensis) and
Foam Bark (Jagera pseudorhus).

TR
(Abov
out, joining up with this strip of established trees and
assisting with its regeneration to a more complex
rainforest structure. (Below) New growth can already be
seen days after weeds were removed from this Kamala.

(Above) Lantana was reduced by a machete team. All
stumps were flagged and then drilled to ensure the
Lantana is less likely to resprout. There were many

stumps in the section seen above and well-
established natives that were covered in 12 feet of
Lantana are now free (see how high the Lantana
reaches above).
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(Above) A healthy Red Cedar (Toona ciliata) tagged
after being relieved from Lantana, which
suppressed the typically fast-growing rainforest
tree. (Below) Almost immediate new growth!




(Above) Maximo inspects one of a great number of rainforest
seedlings we found, saved and marked along the extensive
creek lines.

(Above) Lantana invasion along the
creeks was dramatically thick and
aggressively climbed into most of
the trees there. These Lantana are
entirely cut off, allowing for corridors
of small natives like those tagged
here to take over the creek line.
They will grow fast from the wet
environment and later shade it,
retaining its riparian moisture and
creating a microclimate for better
germination conditions.

(Left) A view of some of the water
courses that run along the eastern
side of the regen zones. Our
plantings will benefit enormously from
the wetness and are sure to be rather
spectacular in 2 or 3 years given
these conditions.

(Left) Some areas contained
very large water pools that
will certainly be of use to a
nature refuge, for not just
habitat, but water supplies for
your facility. These creeks are
surely 30cms or so higher
during the wet season.
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(Above) The waterways continued into this (Above) Larger surviving native trees were found here,
area also. including increased species variety.

(LeffyMai dends hair fer
find in several areas. These normally only
occur in rocky wet areas around creeks. If
we clear weed competition from the
ground level, we can encourage them to
take over as much as a quarter of a
hectare of the 2.44 hectare area. We also
found Pollia crispata along the creeks,
which given time will certainly multiply to
create even more ground covered areas.
Pollia could also claim some half a
hectare in the creek lines.

(Left) Maximo flanked with both ferns and
native rainforest trees where lantana has
been cut away from the creek line. These
giant patches of Lantana are being
removed at the time of writing (November
8, 2021) by our slashing/machinery suyb-
contractor. 8




(Above) On the left side one can see dead Lantana
still hanging from several meters up into the trees,
now cut down to nothing. On the right of this photo
a Red Kamala can be seen covered in immediate
new growth. This often happens as soon as weeds
are removed.

(Above) This area contained several rainforest
barrens where many species had survived and
germinated behind a wall of Lantana - stuck on
larger trees. The wall of Lantana provided perfect
conditions for clusters of natives to germinate,
however it also suppressed their growth.

(Far Left) A young Red Cedar

at least 15 feet high that was
mostly covered in Lantana,

now freed. Maximo stands
where 15 feet Lantana has now
been removed! This can still be
seen hanging down, dying from
theRedCedar 6 s br an
trunk.

(Near Left) Hundreds of
examples of immediate new
growth can be found all over
the site from our works over
these two weeks! In some parts
the new growth happened in
just two days as total
blanketing from sun by weeds
was taken away. They may
look small but many of these
have well developed roots and
have been waiting for their
chance!



(Left) The curtaining technique can be
clearly seen here - weeds cut from
ground to head height.

Maximo stands where enormous Lantana
once strangled a Red Kamala rainforest
tree. The dead Lantana above his head
shows how totally smothered this tree
was, with weeds reaching well over 24
feet into the tree. Stumps were poisoned
and weed mass above head height dies
off immediately in the hot sun.

(Left) With some good luck we found
rainforest tree ferns that had
germinated in the valley! This is very
exciting for the future potential of the
site. Many wet dependent species have
thrived here and this indicates an
excellent future with assisted
regeneration. We are hoping they spore
into all of the recently opened creek
areas.
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AREA 7

(Left) Some of the best surviving
natives we found across the site were
in area 7.

When the curtains of vines and weeds
were removed we also were able to
carefully liberate the forest floor,
which exposed to us many
germinated native trees. This would
be the thickest part of the site for
recruitment.

(Left) Area 7 was crossed by one of
the many waterways on the site at
its northern terminal end.
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