Report on gran t received by ReForest Now

from the Ashby Utting Foundation

$7,000.00 AUD donated 23rd June 2021.

Figurel Water source ogated as part of this grantone of many processes we use igereeration of forests called
'Advaned HabitatEnhancemen({AHE'.

Report produced by Maximo Bottaro and Kallen Marecic on behalf of ReForest Now



To our supporters at the Ashby Utting Foundati on,

Thank you for helping us with a task that is critically important for the future of subtropical
rainforest in northern NSW . Your grant was the second lot of funding we have received

that has ever allowed us to work within remnants of the original Big Scrub r ainforest. Thisis

a critically endangered ecosystem.

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/communities/pubs/101 -listing-

advice.pdf
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to see where your support went.

Your patch of restored f or eAdlansby 30 lpsanarked asfa snaalh
green dot that represents 7.9 hectares of remnant forest . The red line in the righ t-hand
image points to the location in Eureka, NNSW & west of the Byron Bay lighthouse.

This is one of 33 fragments of the original forest that was never destroyed when the area
was 99.6% cleared for logging, banana farming, cattle grazing and illegal squatting from
1850-1880.

Below is a map of the area worked. With discussion.
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http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/communities/pubs/101-listing-advice.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/communities/pubs/101-listing-advice.pdf

WHITE SOLID AREA This area, adjacent to Allansby 2 , represen tsour planting of 4,85 0
rainforest trees on April 30, 2021. We planted here to  restore cleared land and assist the
remnants in expand ing. We have plans to reforest more of this property in 2021 , having
already planted approx. . 33 000 trees over it & entire range ( not all visible here ).

GREEN OUTLINED AREAThe left half of this is Allan sby 2 (Your worked area is within that ). Note
that across a small bridge in the middle , it joins Allan sby 1 on the right. Allansby 2 is in far
worse condition that 1. 2 has received no additional help in restoring it and helping it expand

that we are aware of. Allansbyl waswor ked i n t heaneialikdlyyhe 2ué OaBotest
rainforest remnant with far more complex ecology and larger trees. Itis likely the case that 1
created Allan sby 2 by seeding it , as 2 was potentially an area let go by an earlier farmer

some decades ago

LOWERPURPLE OUTLINED OPAQWAREA 0 Previously regenerated area  completed forth e
Joanne Parkinson Foundation within Allan sby 2. 0.96 hectares of primary rainforest
regeneration area worked  in June/July 2021.

UPPERPINK OUTLINEBDPAQUEAREA 0 The rege neration area completed for the Ashby Utting
Foundation . 0.81 hectares of p rimary rainforest re gen eration within Allansby 2 . On the easte rn
side we have reclaimed additional area where native sap lings were suppressed under a
blanket o f we eds (primarily la ntana ).




Outcomes Achieved

The regenerated works completed cover 0.81 hectare s, or 8,100 square meters of
rainforestt. What was done i s c al 6tkidis besPdescnbedraytheirstr k s 6
complete run through where all discernible weeds are eliminated.

ks completed accompany photos below.

The outer edge of Allan sby 2 had suffered se vere infestations from vines (cut onth e left)
and exotic lantana  weed (on the right). We first had to cut these away to save the larger
rainforest trees from dea th by strangulation and to allow the total si ze of the remnant to
increase.

The edges beyond the large trees would not have had rainforest trees in them just 20

years ago, as they we re quickl y col onised by weeds after land management neglect.
These weeds are mostly respon sible for supressing native rainforest germ ination and thus
expansion of the remnant .




(Left): As heavy lantana
weeds along the edge we re
cut, specialised staff went
behind the cutting line to see
what natives could be found
underneath . These we re then
care fully cut free. For this
reason, we d o not do
che mical overspray work in
our primary regenerat ion.
Natives are tagged so they
can receive long -term care
and can grow to claim
additional areas for the
rainforest .

(Red) Lantana weeds
growing up to 10 feet h igh
were cut back revealing even
larger native trees along the
forest edge that were tr  ying
to emerge ( Blue).

Now freed from weed
competition , these advanced
natives will soon become part

of the canopy




(Above ): We found astounding amounts of natives surviving under the weeds in some
areas .

(Left): In some areas we
painstaking removed all
of the lantana where
we kn ew there w ere
small natives
underneath. These are
all shown here with pi nk
tag (blue dots).

There are enough trees
here to create a
rainforest canopy over
the co ming 3 -4 years.




(Left): We were met by thick
lantana and heavy labou rin
the right side of the area
com pleted for you . It has all
been treated to allow
recoloni sation by rainforest
seedlings .

We will monitor and e nable
that process over the next 6
months as native seedlings will
start to germinate in the open!




(Above ): Romey works to save aremnant rainforest tree from severe vine infestation . Note
the incredible buttresses! These are stab ility roots that reach out around the tree, ra ther
than just growing a taproot  straight down .

**Note the bend in the trun Kk - if this work had not been funded by you , thistree would
have one day snapped , due to the enormous weight of vines .**



