Report on gran t received by ReForest Now

from The Joanne Parkinson Foundation

$5,000.00 AUD donated 28thJune 2021.

Report p roduced by Ma ximo Bottaro and Kallen Marecic on behalf of Re  Forest Now



To our supporters att he Joanne Parkinson Foundation,

Thank you for help ing us with a task that is critically important. Your grant was the first
funding we have received that has ever allowed us to wor Kk within rainforest remnants
from the original Bi g Scrub rainf orest. These are a critically e ndangered ecosystem.

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/communities/pubs/101 -listing-
advice.pdf
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Figurel The Original Big Scrub area around Byron Bay. Please follow the redthiregteen circle labelledhllanby' tc
see where your support went.

Your pat ch of restored forest is part of an area called o0Allan sby 2 6. It is marked as a small
green dot that represents 7.9 hectares of remnant forest . The red line in the righ t-hand
image points to the location in Eureka , NNSW & west of the Byron Bay lighthouse.

This is one of 33 fragments of the original forest that was never destroye d when the area

was 99.6% cleared for loggin g, ban ana farm ing, cattle grazing and illegal squatting from
1850-1880.

Below is a map of the area worked. With discussion.
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WHITESOLID AREAG Thisis an adjacent planted area we completed some 2 months ago
with 4, 850 rainforest trees on the 30 th of A pril. We planted here to help  the Allansby
remnants expand into the surrounding area . Photo of th isplanting on page 4 .

GREEN OUTLINED AREAThHe left half of this is Allan sby 2 (Your worked area is w ithin that ).
Note that across a sma |l bridge in the middle , it joins Allansby 1 on the right. Allan sby 2 is
in far worse condition that 1. It has received no help in restoring it and helping it expand

that we are aware of. Allansby 1 is in far better condit ion, having been work ed in the
early 2000 & and is likely the true ancient rainforest remnant with far more complex

ecology and larger trees.  Itis likely the case that 1 created Allan sby 2 by seeding it , as 2
was po tentially let go by an earlier farmer some decades ago

PURPLE OUTLINED OPAQUWAREA 0 Your regenerated area within ~ Allansby 2. 0.96 hectares
of primary rainforest regeneration area worked.




Outcomes Achieved

The regenerated works completed cover 0.96 hectare s, or 9,600 square meter s of
rainforest. What was done is called oPrimary workso d this isbest described as the first
complete run through where all discernible weeds are eli minated.

Examples of tasks complete d accompany photos below.

Please reference th isimage to the map on the previous page (page 3 ). The blue line
drawn here shows the front of Allan sby 2 where we en tered and worked for this grant.

*Note t he pock -marked paddock in thisimage (WHITE SOLID AREA)These are the hol es
for the 4,850 rainforest trees planted .



(Above ): agiant Red Cedar and Red Bean were being smothered by vines
privet weeds. We first treated the area by cuttin

, lantana and

g these away with  twin long machetes as
seen on the f ar right. The blue dotted areas show where native rainforest branches are

just able to catch  sunlight by poking out from the smothering.

(Left): compare the
circle of blue dots  with
the above image . Thisis
the same lowest branch
of th e rainforest tree
now freed from
strangulation from
vines. Thisremnant tree
had p erhaps 2 or 3
years left before it
would have died from
suffocation & had you
not intervened with
funding . These are
nationally significant
critically endangered
forests.
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(Left): see Josh
drilling and
culling invasive
large leaf privet
we eds from
China. These
hav e smothered
much of the
regen erating
rainforest here
and we
rem oved them
almost entirely
from your
hectare.

(Left): note one Red Bean sapling
(tagged with pink ribbon) , saved from
hundreds of large leaf privet weeds
that have come up at the same time

around it.

The blue painted stumps of smaller

privets he re have been treated with

herbicide so that the rainforest trees
can reclaim the area.




(Above ): As we worked our way deeper into the forest we found more intact rainforest
competing with weeds.

Examples of these natives are circled with blue dots, such asthe B ollygum on the left (a
favourite fruiting tree for rainforest bir ds).

Working in these conditions we  need careful attention  in mov ing through the
reg enerating forest while we remov e weeds from competing  with natives and not
harming natives ourselves.

The result of one run through like this can be seen on the ne xt page.



(Abo ve) : Debris from cut lantana and  privet can partially be seen on the forest
floor, while most of the bulk was piled up and cle ared. Native s that were once
near impossible to see (as on page 7) were tagged so they can be easily identi fied
against weeds . Now they are free to expand rapidly. Given that they have been
working their way through low light ~ and compet ition, they will have new shoots of
grow th within 2 weeks. *Note older rainforest trees in the back  ground o weed y
camphor laurel trees have been treated so these can now take over the canopy
fully.



